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PRESS RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

15 NOVEMBER 2007
GENETICISTS COMPLAIN TO OFCOM ABOUT ITV PROGRAMME

The British Society for Human Genetics has formally complained to OFCOM and ITV about the ITV programme “Killer in Me”.  The ITV programme, broadcast on 8 November 2007, followed four celebrities who were offered genetic screening tests to discover their risks of serious illnesses such as cancer, heart disease and Alzheimer’s.
Dr Rob Elles, chairman of the British Society for Human Genetics (BSHG), says in the letter of complaint: 

“The BSHG is concerned that the uncritical journalistic and broadcasting standards demonstrated in this programme risk undermining the confidence of the public in the application of genetics, which has great potential to improve healthcare.

“The programme could have shown the balance between the benefits of health advice, against the potential harm following assurances given to the clients that they were at low risk of particular health conditions.”

The BSHG complaint accuses ITV and Genetic Health, the company that offered the on-screen tests, of failing to provide any information about the scientific validity of the tests.  The tests, say the BSHG, are “unsubstantiated and unvalidated” as a way of discovering who will and will not develop the illnesses being tested for.
ITV is also accused of providing “undeclared advertising” for the company, without giving the audience sufficient detail or discussion to allow viewers to understand the content of the programme.

The OFCOM complain specifically cites Section 5 and Section 10 of the OFCOM Broadcasting Code.  Section 5 requires programme makes to be impartial and accurate, and not to allow undue prominence to one set of views and opinions in matters relating to current public policy.  Section 10 requires that programmes should not be distorted for commercial purposes.
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NOTES FOR EDITORS:

The ITV programme “Killer in Me” was broadcast on ITV at 8 pm on Thursday, 8 November 2007.

Ofcom was established by the Office of Communications Act 2002. Ofcom is the regulator for the UK communications industries, with responsibilities across television, radio, telecommunications and wireless communications services. Ofcom took over the responsibility for monitoring standards and fairness in broadcasting from the Broadcasting Standards Commission, which was disbanded in December 2003.
The British Society for Human Genetics represents UK human genetics professionals.  Its membership includes most doctors, scientists and genetic counsellors who provide genetics services in the NHS.
For further information please contact Dr Fred Kavalier, media and communications officer, British Society for Human Genetics, on 07957 545630.






[image: image2.wmf]




